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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 edition. Excerpt: . necessaries of life) that must be imported for the
consumption of the remaining eight months to be paid for, particularly while the Government looks to this
supply as a piincipal source of its revenue? Your Petitioners apprehend that the only answer which can be given
to the question is, By its trade; and if that fails it, the alternative must be, that the mother country will be itself
under the necessity of supporting the colony, or of seeing its population rapidly diminish undef the eFects of a
policy that will leave au indelible stain upon her honour and humanity. That the remonstrances of the
mercantile body have not been without foundation as to the practice of Government in the imposition of duties,
your Petitioners will satisfy themselves, and, they hope, your Honourable House, by a reference to the duty upon
barley formerly alluded to. When the Government found during the last year, in consequence of the high
monopoly price of wheat, its issue rapidly falling oF, and that the lower classes had recourse to barley and
Indian corn as substitutes, without giving the slightest warning of its intention, or the most distant reason to
suppose that any such measure was in contemplation, it suddenly imposed a duty of about 30 per cent, ad
valorem (which has since been augmented to about 80 per cent.) upon these grains; and levied it upon cargoes
which had been purchased, and had actually arrived in port, upon...
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