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Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... THE JOHN P. BRANCH HISTORICAL PAPERS OF RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE Vol. IV.
JUNE, 1916. No. 4. WILLIAM ANDREW SMITH, D. D. J. R. Spann, A. B. Dr. William Andrew Smiths genealogy
cannot be traced beyond his parents. His father, William Smith, came from England to the western part of
Orange county, Virginia, during the latter part of the eighteenth century, where he resided until a short time
before 1800, when he went to Fredericksburg, Virginia. Here he engaged in an extensive mercantile business and
West India trade. Between 1810 and 1812 he retired from business, intending to enjoy his accumulated fortune,
and returned to his former home in Orange county. He appointed a Mr. Lipscomb and a Mr. Alcock his business
agents and guardians of his motherless children, while he went to the West Indies to wind up his business there.
Sometime during the year 1813 he returned to America and met Messrs. Lipscomb and Alcock at the Columbus
Inn, of Fredericksburg, to receive an account of their stewardship. The three dined together late one evening:
the next morning Mr. Smith was found dead in his hotel room, and his children were left penniless by the
treacherous absconders. Mr. Lipscomb made a death-bed confession many years later, when retribution was
impossible. While Jeffersons embargo laws were in operation, William Smith was roughly handled by some
zealous supporters of the law for a supposed violation and for trading under a British license. However, the
officers of the...
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