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the upper shelf of his bookcase opposite his bed. His body jerked awake. His gasp slurred through lips dry from
a night s sleep. What the- Silence. Ben groaned. He must have been dreaming. He peered drowsily at his wrist
watch. It was 5 a.m. He yawned drowsily, pulled the covers tighter about him and went back to sleep, missing
the bright colors seeping from behind the perimeter of the drawn curtains. Excerpt: She gave herself one last
look in the mirror above the bureau. Fiona had helped her choose a wardrobe. Wear this one, tonight, she had
advised, a simple but elegant pink short-sleeved, A-line sheath with a scooped neckline, not too high and not too
low, showing enough of her neck and chest to make her desirable, but not available. A thin silver bracelet
dangled from her wrist and coordinated her single strand necklace and pendant earrings. Good choices,
Jessica thought. The dress did not detract from her naivete, a trait that Ben hadn t yet admitted to himself, he
liked about her from their first meeting. The doorbell rang again, this time more insistent. She had a
complicated job ahead of her, to convince Ben to fold to his initial attraction to her. As for herself, the human
term, love at first sight, although often not a reliable truism for the human mind, in...
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