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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .of the suspected water with an equal volume of ether, which is then
separated off and allowed to evaporate at the temperature of the room; the residue left after the evaporation
of the ether is then carefully smelt. The test may be rendered yet more delicate by distilling a litre and collecting
the first 50 c.c. that come over, and treating them with ether as above described. Many natural waters, e.g.,
peaty waters, give off peculiar and characteristic odours, which are very difficult to describe. The test of smell
is, however, very unreliable, and is one into which a great deal of personal equation enters. Absolutely pure
water is quite free from odour, but waters from some geological formations occasionally have a faint odour of
sulphuretted hydrogen, particularly those from some sandy and clay formations. It must not be overlooked
that certain mineral waters contain large amounts of sulphuretted hydrogen. Certain infusoria and algse may
be the cause of bad odours in water supplies. The Uroglena Americana is frequently the source of a , fishy
odour, and is a serious source of trouble in certain water supplies in the United States. Others give rise to an
odour recalling cucumbers. The Volvox globator also gives rise to a fishy odour and taste. Bursaria gastris
gives rise to a seaweed-like odour, and the diatoms Asterionella and Tabellaria sometimes give rise to an
aromatic odour in water-supplies. Recently the Cheltenham public watersupply suddenly acquired a fishy
odour and flavour,...
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