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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.*Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a bibliography for
further reading *Includes a table of contents When I am dead and opened, you shall find Calais lying in my
heart. - Mary I Queen Mary I ruled England and its conquered territories in Wales and Ireland for only five years,
from 1553 to 1558, yet she has been remembered for nearly 500 years as Bloody Mary, the Catholic oppressor of
a Protestant country. The truth, as usual, is more complicated than the myth. The oldest surviving child of King
Henry VIII, she grew up in an era of religious and political turmoil, both in England and abroad, and though
united in its Christianity, the continent was divided in how it approached that faith. A growing wave of protest
and dissent had been met with brutal suppression in the 15th century, only to emerge like a phoenix from the
flames in the form of Protestantism. With religious faith and political practice deeply intertwined, countries
were being torn apart in a growing conflict between Catholics and Protestants. Mary s life was shaped by her
experience of this, and by the twisted family politics of her father, Henry VIII. Henry VIII s lone mail heir, his
young son Edward, was a strong Protestant but a sickly teen, and as it became clear he would not survive to
adulthood, Edward did not want his crown to pass to Mary, a zealous Catholic whose brutal reign would
include 280 heretics being burned at the stake during the Marian Persecutions. However, Edward could see no
constitutional, or indeed non-arbitrary, way to pass over Mary and instead choose the younger sister, Elizabeth.
Hence, in his...
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