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Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the
subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Peace and
Conflict Studies, Security, grade: 2,0, University of Duisburg-
Essen, course: Africa International Relations and Conflict
Management, language: English, abstract: On 10 December
1999 the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) adopted the Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for
Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peace-Keeping
and Security and hence passed 'probably (.) the most
ambitious instrument on the regulation of collective security
ever attempted to date' (Abass 2000: 212). After three military
interventions in the 1990ies ECOWAS, a purely economically
intended community at the beginning, was in need of better
legal foundations for its missions. The interventions in Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea-Bissau were largely characterized by
political disputes mostly between anglophone and
francophone members of ECOWAS, by weak legal foundations
and massive shortcomings in financing, training and
equipping the military missions. None of the three interventions
can be seen as a pure success. There is even a controversy
debate whether the ECOWAS interventions might have
prolonged instead of shortened the civil...
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