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but at last most of the growers of Sea-island cotton have
returned to their first and most simple tool, --viz., two wooden
rollers, kept together by a wooden frame, and inserted into iron
cranks, having a round journal, and a square shaft, upon which
is fixed a wooden or iron fly wheel from two to three feet in
diameter. The iron cranks which turn the rollers are connected
by strips of wood with a treadle worked by the foot. This treadle
runs under the machine, and is connected at the further end to
the floor of the house (like the treadle of a turning-lathe) by
sockets within which it moves. The man stands therefore in front
of the rollers, with a board interposed, upon which be holds a
large handful of Sea-island cotton, which he presents from time
to time to the rollers kept revolving...
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