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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Eulogy on Prof. Alexander Dallas Bache: Late
Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, President of the National Academy of Sciences, Etc Prepared
at the request of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, and also of the National Academy of
Sciences. Alexander Dallas Bache, whose life and character form the subject of the following eulogy, was the
son of Richard Bache, one of eight children of Sarah, the only daughter of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. His mother
was Sophia Burret Dallas, daughter of Alexander J. Dallas, and sister of George M. Dallas, whose names are well
known in the history of this country, the former as Secretary of the Treasury, and the latter as Vice-President of
the United States, and subsequently as minister to the Court of St. James. The subject of our sketch was born in
Philadelphia, on the 19th of July, 1806. At an early age he became a pupil of a classical school, and was
distinguished by an unusual aptitude in the acquisition of learning. Shortly before arriving at the age of fifteen
he was appointed a cadet at the National Military Academy at West Point. Here, though the youngest pupil, he
soon attained a high grade of scholarship, which he maintained during the whole of his course, and was finally
graduated in 1825, at the head of his class. His merit was in this case the more conspicuous, inasmuch as the
class is shown to have been one of unusual ability, by having numbered no less than four successful candidates
for the honor of adoption into the Corps of Engineers. It has been mentioned as a solitary instance in the...
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