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indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: .disease. They advise physicians as to diagnostic methods which are
furnished by the laboratories and often assist in the collection of specimens for laboratory examination, such
as the withdrawal of spinal fluid, the taking of blood for the Widal test, and of nose and throat cultures, etc. If
rare or unusually serious diseases notifiable by wire, including epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, actute
anterior poliomyelitis and epidemic encephalitis, are reported, or if a common disease prevails unduly and
local measures for its control appear to be inadequate, an epidemiologist is usually sent. Ideally, the
epidemiologist should be sent out upon receipt of the report of a first case of certain of the usual
communicable diseases if not for all. For example, in diphtheria outbreaksi, now and then the source of
infection is traced directly to a very mild case of-diphtheria in the acute stage or to a well person who gives
history of a previous sore throat In either case the illness may have been so slight that no physician was called
or the attending physician failing to take cultures, failed to recognize the case as one of diphtheria infection.
Instances have also been found of cases arising from association with infected persons who being immune
have had no sore throat or other symptoms of diphtheria. Thus it is that an unrecognized case or a
convalescent or well carrier of diphtheria bacilli in travelling about, visiting relatives and friends, introduces
diphtheria into communities visited. Infection thus travels over...
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