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any other meeting. We were never allowed to read the writings of any other denomination, but if such books
were found among us, they were burned: and instead of reading the Bible in meeting as the Christian
denominations do, the Shakers read some writings of their own denomination, giving the orders and
commands laid down by Ann Lee or some of her disciples, and such like things. One Sabbath, when the hour of
worship arrived, one of our ministers came before us with a paper in his hand, for the purpose of reading a
vision--and what was it? It was the wild fruits of the imaginations of a drunken negro, who had been to
Lebanon with a load of things for market, and had got brandy and concealed it in the stable, and drank too
much. He was not drunk enough to be stupid, but to make him raving all night. In the morning the brandy had
lost its power--he thought the best plan to conceal his drunkenness was, to say he had a vision, and did not
know what he had done--for his soul was in the world of spirits conversing with Jesus Christ and Mother Ann. He
said the people in eternity were not idle; they were busy at something. He said he saw Jesus Christ sorting
broom-corn! and such like blasphemy, too absurd to be written for any one...
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